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modification of the body, naturally denies both immortality and freewill. The belief in a future life is represented as a dream, a delusion. The grave is supposed to receive into it the whole man. Free agency is regarded as a mere fiction. " Man's life," we are told, " is a line drawn by nature from which he cannot swerve even for an instant. He is born without his own consent; his organisation in no wise depends upon himself; his ideas come to him involuntarily; his habits are in the power of those who cause him to contract them; he is unceasingly modified by causes, whether visible or concealed, over which he has no control, and which necessarily determine his way of thinking and manner of acting. He is good or bad, happy or miserable, wise or foolish, rational or irrational, without his will going for anything in these various states."
There is thus, according to Holbach, no God, no soul, no future life, no freewill. Many will think that from these premises he should have drawn the conclusion, there is no morality. He did not quite do that, for the man was greatly better than his system; but, of course, he could not inculcate a pure or high morality. He could only rest duty on self-interest. He could only recommend virtue as a means to each man's happiness. "Disinterested," he tells us, "is a term only applied to those of whose motives